little space is allocated to them. Nevertheless, what has been learnt in Hodgkin's disease may well be applicable to these other lymphomas, and it is hoped that more work will be done on them in the immediate future.
In the sections on leukaemia, the acute forms, quite rightly, receive most attention and the encouraging results of treatment are no longer confined to lymphoblastic leukwemia, since several regimes now regularly produce complete remissions in myeloblastic leukxemia. The problem is to maintain the remissions as long as possible with the aim, if only rarely achieved, of curing tlhe disease, and this is fully discussed. Indeed, the predominant theme of this book, which is based on a teaching symposium held in Chicago in March 1970, is how our aims have changed from palliation to cure. It is hoped that the principles of treatment will be successfully applied to the other forms of cancer.
The authors are all recognized authorities actively working in their own fields, which makes this a most valuable addition to the knowledge of the subject. The award of the Nobel Prize in medicine to Dr Earl Sutherland for his work on the mechanism of hormone action rightly emphasizes the very considerable advances which have been made in the last few years in the study of one of the most fundamental and important areas in modern endocrinology. Sutherland's work delineated the major and crucial role played by cyclic AMP in this phenomenon, and offered a much needed unifying hypothesis for the mechanism by which nonsteroid hormones act. Progress in relation to steroid hormones has centred much more around the discovery of the cellular hormone 'receptor' to which it now appears the steroid hormones are initially bound on entering the cell, and on the early effects of steroids on genetic expression. It is these subjects with which the book is largely concerned, and it is the record of a Biochemical Society Symposium held last year in London. It contains seven papers in which various authors, many of whom have made pioneering contributions in the field, review current views and concepts of the detailed mechanism of steroid hormone action at the cellular level. Amongst the topics considered in some detail is work on the nature of the cestrogen-macromolecule complex and its entry into the nucleus, the effect of steroid hormones on enzyme synthesis and on RNA and protein metabolism in target cells, histone-steroid interactions and electrolyte transfer across membranes.
It is, of course, impossible in such a small number of papers to do more than provide a selected view of certain specific areas in a rapidly moving field which has many ramifications; nevertheless, the reader who is interested in biochemical mechanism will find the papers provide useful reviews of the topics covered. The book is well produced and reasonably priced. This textbook on clinical heart disease justifies the advantages of single authorship claimed by Dr Oram in one outstanding respect, namely the preservation of balance. There are nearly 1,000 pages divided between 23 chapters covering most aspects of the subject in a conventional way. The style is clear, and important points are stressed by the generous use of italics. There are good opening chapters on anatomy, physiology, clinical examination, radiology and electrocardiography; each being well illustrated by line drawings, pressure tracings and cardiograms. Chapter 20 is on traumatic and functional heart disease, which would seem to be old bed-fellows. This is a practical book, essentially concerned with bedside medicine. Treatment, both medical and surgical, is dealt with adequately throughout the text, and there is a special chapter dealing with cardiac surgery and an appendix on cardiorespiratory data. A useful bibliography terminates each chapter. This large text can be recommended for students of cardiology at any stage, though undergraduates may find it rather expensive. Livingstone 1971 This is an excellent little book written for those clinicians who do not have the time to delve into larger books or into current journals. The basic theories, tests and treatment of squint are clearly described and are illustrated by excellent line drawings and some photographs. The whole adds up to an admirable commonsense production pruned of all jargon and will prove very useful indeed to eye surgeons. Unfortunately the flimsy binding and cover are not up to the standard of an otherwise very practical work.
